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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

Dr George Nash was commissioned to undertake an archaeological watching brief at the 
parish church of St Bartholomew’s Church, Whittington, Gloucestershire (Grid Ref: NGR SP 
01320 20670) (Figure 1). The watching brief monitored the machine-excavation of six 
lengths of trenching within the churchyard (See Figure 2 - labelled Trenches 1 to 6).  A 
further trench was excavated within the eastern section of the churchyard in order to 
accommodate a French drain.  The trenches are for a drainage system designed to divert 
surface rainwater from the roof sections into a French drain (labelled Trench 7 in Figure 2. 
 
St Bartholomew’s Church dates to the 12th century and is within an archaeological sensitive 
area with a Grade 1 Listed house to the west of the churchyard and several Scheduled 
Monuments to the east and south of the site (see Table 1).  In addition, a group of five stone 
monuments and a preaching cross stand within the eastern section of the churchyard – all 
are Grade II listed structures.  East of Whittington Court Lane are the subsurface remains of 
a DMV and the Roman Villa.  
 
The groundworks phase, undertaken by Splitlath Building Conservation Ltd. included the 
excavation of a series of linear trenches which run parallel with the elevations of the church. 
The specification for the groundworks phase (as well as the conservation work on the roof 
sections) was supervised by Arnold Bartosch Ltd. (Contact: David Arnold).   
 
The watching brief was undertaken in accordance with criteria set within the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs 
(December 2014).  All stages of the project were carried out in accordance with the 
requirements established within ‘Management of Research Projects for the Historic 
Environment’ (MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2015). 
 

 
Figure 1. Location of St Bartholomew’s Church and Whittington Court 
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Dr George Nash is an archaeologist with over 35 years’ experience within commercial and 
academic sectors.  Dr Nash is a Member of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
(MCIFA) and is also an affiliate member of the IHBC.  

 

1.1 Location 
 

St Bartholomew’s Church and its churchyard (and extended churchyard areas) stand within a 
highly sensitive archaeological area.  To the north of the church is the hamlet of Whittington.  
To the east of the church and south of the eastern section of the village is an extensive area 
of earthwork activity that represents the site of a deserted medieval village (DMV).  Visible 
from the extended eastern churchyard section are a series of linear earthworks that 
probably represent lynchets. Beyond the known extent of the DMV is the site of a Roman 
Villa.  To the south of the church and now forming the southern lawn area of Whittington 
Court is the remains of a moated site, roughly square in plan.  Sections of the moat are 
clearly visible on the southern side of the Court’s garden (concealed by drystone walling and 
shrubbery).   Immediately south of the moat is the A40 and the course of a now dismantled 
railway and the remnants of a parkland landscape belonging to Sandywell Park.   
 

1.2 Geology 
 

Based on the British Geological Survey (BGS), the churchyard overlies a Whitby Mudstone 
Formation.  This sedimentary bedrock was formed between 174 to 183 million years ago 
(during the Jurassic Period). During this time, the local environment was dominated by 
shallow seas. The underlying bedrock is detrital in form, ranging from coarse- to fine-grained 
(locally with some carbonate content) forming a series of interbedded sequences.  Although 
bedrock was not encountered, the interface between the bedrock and the soil was recorded 
(the C-horizon) at around 2m below the surface of the churchyard.  The majority of the soil 
sequence within the eastern section of the churchyard appears to made-ground.  
 
In terms of topography, the church and churchyard stand on a small flat area of what is 
largely an undulating landscape.  The SE section of the churchyard stands at around 179m 
AOD.  To the east the land rises to c. 250m AOD, whilst the village of Whittington to the 
north is on the 200m contour.   
 

2.0 BRIEF CONTEXTUAL HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 
 

Based on the place-name evidence Whittington Church probably has its origins in the Early 
Medieval period (Anglos-Saxon period).  Immediately west of the church and rectangular in 
plan of the churchyard is Whittington Manor which is also of some considerable age; 
mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086. Despite the early Norman evidence within the 
south Aisle and a Norman arch within the chapel, probable sections of the external 
foundations have been recorded in recent trenching for a new drainage system which 
circumnavigates the plan of the church.   
 
In terms of early documentary evidence, the Pipe Rolls of the mid- to late-13th century 
reveals a number of references that mention the church, prominent members of the 
community and land ownership rights.  One of particular interest is a document dated 1310 
where a ‘Richard de Croupes (because of good service to the King) had licence to make a 
settlement for the manor of Whittington, to hold himself for life with remainders to his son 
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Richard and his right heirs (Cal. Pat. Rolls 1307-1313)’.  It is around this time and over the 
next two hundred years that a number of derivations of the place-name ‘Whittington’ occur 
(e.g. Whytyngton 1310, 1519; Whitngton 1525).  
  
As well as the church and the neighbouring Whittington Court1, the earthworks of a deserted 
medieval village stand east of the church, along with the sub-surface remains of a Roman 
Villa.  To the south of the churchyard and the A40 is the course of a disused railway, a 
medieval moated site and the remnants of a post-medieval parkland landscape, known as 
Sandywell Park.   
  
During the early 13th century, the Lord of the Manor - Richard de Crupes of Whittington was 
granted a market and fair at Whittington which at this time was referred to as a town.  Later, 
the manor (Whittington Court) and probably the chapel (St Bartholomew’s) were purchased 
by the Earl of Warwick.  Following the Reformation Act during the reign of Henry VIII the 
manor and chapel became the property of the Crown. 
 

2.1 The Church Fabric, Fixtures and Fittings2 
 

The main building fabric of the church is of limestone (blocking) which is mortared with a 
lime putty.   Internally, the walls have been recently plastered using a conservation lime-
based plaster.  In several areas, the original stonework can be viewed (e.g. south Aisle).  The 
internal flooring is of squared limestone slabs that support post-medieval pews, a pulpit, 
font (dated c. 1300) and several (what is termed) Crusader tombs.  These tombs include 
three life-size effigies carved from local stone.  Two further Crusader tombs are located 
within the South Aisle, one belonging to Sir Richard de Croupes (d. 1278).  
 
In plan, the church comprises of chancel, nave and north porch, and a south Aisle.   Within 
the chancel are a number of 14th century fixtures.  The south chapel appears to be a later 
addition, probably dating to 18th century.  Despite the relatively recent date for the outer 
porch on the northern wall, there is a medieval doorway with heavy squared lintel blocks 
and a Perpendicular-style arch.  Dividing the nave from the South Aisle is a set of four arches, 
two of which are different in style to the other two.  The two (E-W orientated) arches at the 
western of the nave are constructed in Norman-style (with simple moulded symmetry).    

 
Externally, the church appears to be constructed in two main phases: the northern side 
comprising an open rectangular space that forms the nave and chancel.  Attached to this 
phase is the South Aisle.  Located immediately west of the South Aisle is access to the belfry 
which is constructed from timber (present on a mid-19th century sketch of the church).  
 

2.2 The Churchyard 
 

Based on historic mapping of the early 19th century, the churchyard has retained its 
rectangular plan.  Over the 100 years or so, two burial extensions have added; one located 
east (and probably cutting into the adjacent deserted medieval village) and a small extension 
to the south.  Based on an early to mid- 19th century sketch views of the churchyard from 

 
1 Whittington Court (Manor) dates to at least the 14th century when Richard de Croupes was granted a license to crenellate the manor.  
Based on earthwork evidence the first manor was incorporated into a moat, part of which survives south of the churchyard. The current 
building was constructed by Richard Cotton during the mid-16th century with later additions in the 17th and early 20th centuries.  
2 See Listing Description (Appendix 1) 
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the road (east) show that much of the churchyard space was occupied by burials 
[monuments] and the preaching cross (Figure 2). A recent yard survey has recorded all 
extant gravestones and tombs (along with several new discoveries). 

  

 
Figure 2. Pencil sketch of the church and churchyard (date and artist unknown)3 

 
Although the current churchyard is undergoing a refurbishment programme much of the 
historic fabric, including 18th/19th century stone graves, memorials, landscaping, the 
churchyard wall and gated entrance are retained.  Indeed, several of the monuments 
currently standing within the eastern section of the churchyard are present on a mid-19th 
century sketch which is hung on a wall within the South Aisle (Figure 2). Many of the ornate 
chest tombs and the cross are located within the eastern and northern sections of the 
church.    
 

2.3 Map Regression 
 

For this section of the report four, historic maps were consulted, the earliest dating to 1828 
(1st Edition 1” Ordnance Survey) (Figure 3). This map shows the outline of the rectangular 
churchyard and a cross symbol within its boundary.  Located immediately NW of the 
churchyard is Whittington Court.  Much of the current road network is also present on this 
map.  In terms of other recognised archaeological features is the formal layout of trees that 
stand within Sandy Well Park (to the south).  Missing is the moated earthwork to the south 
and the large earthwork site of Whittington DMV to the SE. 
 

 
3 This sketch currently hangs on a wall within the South Aisle of the church 
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Figure 3. The 1st Edition 1” Ordnance Survey map of 1828 

 
The hand-tinted Ordnance Survey plan of 1884 (Scale 1:2500) shows greater detail than the 1st 
Edition (Figure 4).  This map includes remnants of a moated site which is located to the south 
of the churchyard and the Court.  Based on the location and assuming the moated site was 
square in plan, the original manor house would have stood a few metres south of the 
southern boundary of the churchyard.  The map shows the part-squared moat as being filled 
with water.  
 

 
Figure 4. The Ordnance Survey plan of 1884 
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Figure 5. The Ordnance Survey of 1902 

 

 
Figure 6. The Ordnance Survey of 1922 

 
The plan of Whittington Court shows an inverted U-shaped building with later phases of 
construction.  The principal facade is the northern elevation. Incorporated into the curtilage of 
the court are a number of outbuildings, several of which survive today.  In terms of detail 
within the churchyard boundary, an historic cross is marked along with a short spur of land to 
the SE. Little or no change is recorded to the church or churchyard on the Ordnance Survey 
map 1902 (Figure 5). 
 
Much of the current layout of the church, churchyard and neighbouring Whittington Court 
(and its associated outbuildings and moated earthwork) is present on the Ordnance Survey 
map of 1922 (Figure 6).  
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3.0 DESIGNATIONS 

St Bartholomew’s Church has been designated a Grade II* Listed Building and is therefore 
statutory-protected and considered a building/structure of 'exceptional interest'.  In 
addition, the building and the surrounding churchyard precinct falls close to a number of 
designated heritage assets (Table 1). 

 

Table 1: 
Designated Heritage Assets located within the vicinity of the churchyard 

 
Listed Building Designation ID Designation Description 

CHURCH OF ST 
BARTHOLOMEW 

1341364 
 

Grade II* Anglican parish church with changes made 
during the C12, C16 and C18; restored 
c.1872 by the architect Waller. The church 
comprises nave, with projecting 19th 
century porch on south side, chancel with 
possibly late 16th or 17th century (Plate 1).  
South of the nave is a south aisle and 19th 
century vestry constructed against west 
wall. South aisle incorporates several 12th 
century elements. Bell turret is located 
east end of nave. 

GROUP OF FIVE 
MONUMENTS IN 
THE CHURCHYARD 
OF THE CHURCH OF 
ST BARTHOLOMEW 
IMMEDIATELY 
NORTH EAST OF 
CHANCEL 

129245 
 

Grade II Group of 5 18th/19th century chest tombs 
immediately north-east of chancel (Plate 
2). The five monuments are constructed of 
limestone and many are present on a 
sketch of the church that was dated to the 
early- to mid-19th century (see Figure 2). 

STABLE BLOCK 
CIRCA 65 METRES 
WEST OF 
WHITTINGTON 
COURT 

1089324 Grade II Stable block dating to the Late 16th / early 
17th century. The two-storey building 
comprises coursed squared and roughly 
dressed limestone elevations supporting a 
stone slate roof. Building is rectangular 
plan. 

CROSS CIRCA 1 1/2 
METRES EAST OF 
CHANCEL IN THE 
CHURCHYARD OF 
THE CHURCH OF ST 
BARTHOLOMEW 

1303067 
 

Grade II Standing cross located within the eastern 
churchyard, c.0.5m east of the gable wall 
of the church. The cross has a socket stone 
and shaft. The socket is an octagon with 
large broaches at alternate faces. The cross 
stands 2.5m high and is present on a early- 
to mid-19th century sketch (Figure 2).  

WHITTINGTON 
COURT 

1341326 
 

Grade I Manor house. Current building was 
probably constructed by Richard Cotton 
during the early- to mid-16th century. 
Building has a number of phases that date 
between the 16th and early 20th centuries. 
The limestone block elevations support a 
stone slate roof. A probable earlier building 
underneath or nearby (within the moated 
area to the south). 

MOAT 1003429 SM Section of a squared moat surviving within 
the grounds of Whittington Court.  

WHITTINGTON 
DESERTED 

HER 529 SM Following excavations of Whittington Court 
Roman Villa, 1948-51 (HER 51), the 



 
 

GHN 
 

MEDIEVAL VILLAGE remains of a DMV were uncovered. 
Excavation revealed foundations of 
dwellings, boundary and field walls, and a 
sunken trackway of medieval origin.  The 
DMV is considered (from documentary 
evidence) to be a town. Outside the area of 
habitation are a number of associated 
ridge and furrow areas on the east side of 
the site. Around 17 house platforms are 
present with tracks leading to each 
building. 

ROMAN VILLA 1003429 SM Subsurface remains of a Roman villa site 
located east of Whittington Court Lane and 
the DMV. Villa complex is surrounded by 
Roman and medieval remains.    

 

   
Plate 1.  Northern elevation of the church, looking SEE  
Plate 2.  Standing monuments within the eastern section of the churchyard, looking west 
 
 

4.0 METHODOLOGY 
 

The methodology for the watching brief programme followed standards and guidance set by 
the CIfA By-laws (e.g. Standards and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief 
[December 2014]).  
 
All trenching was recorded photographically, using high-resolution digital cameras. All finds 
recovered from each of the trenching sections, including human remains were recorded but 
not retained. All finds were placed into the ownership of the PCC including 19th century 
coffin remains and disturbed (disarticulated) human remains.4   
 
All trenching and features/structures were digitally photographed using high resolution 
imagery; this complete photographic archive will be provided on CD Rom to the PPC and 
DAC.  
 
To ensure safety for the historic monuments within those areas of the churchyard where 
trenching took place, Splitlath Building Conservation Ltd. ensured all historic monuments 
(including the cross) were either cordoned-off with fencing or encase in a protective bespoke 
plywood cover.  

 
4 All human remains will be reburied in 2020 following a Christian burial service 
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4.1 Rationale of the project 
 

The primary objective of the watching brief was to establish and make available information 
about the potential archaeological resource existing within the curtilage of the site (i.e. 

within the deposition of the seven trench sections). Based on the CIfA's Standards and 
Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief (December 2014) this programme of 
archaeological work should: 
 

• Allow, within the resources available, a preservation-by-record account of trench 
locations and archaeological deposits within, the presence and nature of which could 
not be established (or established with sufficient accuracy) in advance of development 
or other potentially disruptive works; and 

 

• Provide an opportunity, if needed, for the watching brief archaeologist to signal to all 
interested parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that an 
archaeological find has been made for which the resources allocated to the watching 
brief itself are not sufficient enough to support treatment to a satisfactory and proper 
standard.  

 
 
5.0 THE WATCHING BRIEF 
 

The watching brief was undertaken over three weeks commencing the week of the 14th 
October and completed by the 3rd November 2019. The programme of work included 
observations on seven interconnecting trench sections, four of which circumnavigated the 
elevations of the church (Trench sections 1 to 4).  Trench sections 1 to 6 were linear in form, 
whilst trench section No. 7 was rectangular in plan (to house a French drain) (Figure 3).   
 
All trenching was excavated using a mechanical excavator with a toothless ditching bucket.  
Trench sections 1 to 4, and Trench section No. 7 used a 0.50m width bucket, whilst Trench 
sections 5 and 6 used a 0.30m bucket.  The watching brief observed all excavation activity.  
The trenching varied considerably in length but the widths and depths of each was 
maintained.  
 
Trench 1 measured c.30m in length and ran parallel with the lower elevation of the north 
wall of the chancel, nave and north porch, extending to a mean depth of 0.50m below the 
existing ground level (Plate 3).  The linear trenching followed the plan of the nave including 
the two buttresses (Plate 4).  This trench (along with trench sections 2 to 4) followed a 
former late 19th century drainage gully (constructed in 1872). The initial clearance of the 
gully revealed a concrete-lined channel that covered an upturned brick surface (Plate 5).  
Both the concrete skim and the brick-lining were removed, and the trench deepened and 
slightly widened.  In several areas, the edges of two brick-lined crypts were encountered 
(Plate 6).  The site staff carefully excavated around these two structures and left in-situ.  
Inspection of the soil within the trench base and sections revealed a uniform limestone-
based soil.   
 
Of interest was the exposed lower section of the northern elevation of the nave and, in 
particular, the chancel.  The style of the stonework was significantly different to the 
stonework above the churchyard soil-line.  It is probable that lower coursing is merely the 
foundations of the 12th century church.  However, the lower coursing may also represent an 
earlier building (Plates 7 & 8).   
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Plate 3. Concrete skim over upturned brickwork forming an open gully (location: west porch) 
Plate 4. Continuation of the gully around the E. buttresses against the northern elevation  
 

   
Plate 5. Hand-clearance of the 1872 gully sections (against the western buttress) 

Plate 6. Denuded monument standing against the gully against the northern elevation 
 

   
Plate 7. NE corner of the chancel, exposing the lower coursing of the N. Elevation, looking SE 
Plate 8. NE section of the northern elevation, looking south 
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Trenching across the threshold of the northern porch revealed a significant platform, 
constructed of a series of large limestone blocks (Plate 9).  The extent northwards of this 
structure is unknown.  This unknown structure extended below the base of the trench to at 
least 0.5m below the existing ground level (Plate 10).5 
 

 
Plate 9. Plan-view of the western section of the structure that is located N. of the porch 

 

 
Plate 10. General view of the structure underlying the porch threshold, looking SE 

 
5 The author of this report would like to thank Mr Darron Price of Splitlath Building Conservation Ltd. for mitigating this section of the 
trenching and avoiding any potential damage to this structure.   
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Trench 2 measured c. 15 m in length and ran parallel with the lower elevation of the eastern 
gable [chancel] wall, extending to a mean depth of 0.50m below the existing ground level 
(Plate 11).  The stratigraphy within the eastern section of the trench was similar to that of 
Trench 1.  Prior to the removal of the late 19th century gully, the remnant of a drainage grille 
was exposed within the northern section of the trench (Plate 12).  Exposed within the 
eastern section of the trench, north of the preaching cross was a large limestone block with 
a width measuring 0.94 m by 0.22 m in thickness (Plate 13).  It was considered by Harvey 
Faulkner-Aston (pers comm.)6 that the part-exposed block may have once formed the base 
of the preaching cross.     
 

   
Plate 11.  General view of Trench section 2 – view from the SE corner, looking north 

Plate 12. Drainage grille located within the northern section of the trench 
 

 
Plate 13. Exposed limestone block within the eastern section of the trench, looking NE  

 
6 of Arnold Bartosch Ltd. 
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Trench 3 measured c.21.5 m in length and ran parallel with the lower elevation of the south 
wall of the south aisle and vestry, extending to a mean depth of 0.50m below the existing 
ground level.  Recovered from this trench section was a small quantity of disarticulated 
human bone, the probable result of disturbed burial deposition.  Located within the SE 
section of the trench and extending to the SE corner of the south aisle was evidence of a 
former revetment drystone wall which was probably constructed during a major 
refurbishment of the churchyard in 1872 (Plate 14).  Also exposed were the 18th century 
foundations of the south aisle and the 19th century lower coursing of the vestry (Plate 15). 
 

   
Plate 14. Drystone walled revetment forming the SE corner of the former 19th century gully 
Plate 15. General view of the trench section abutting the South Aisle elevation, looking E   
 
Trench 4 measured c. 8.5m in length and ran parallel with the lower elevation of the western 
gable [nave] wall, extending to a mean depth of 0.50m below the existing ground level. A 
section of this trench was supported by an existing concrete structure that continued along 
the northern elevation, west of the porch (Plate 16).  The soil within the base of the trench 
was identical to other trench sections.  No disarticulated human remains were recovered 
from this trench section.    
 
Trench 5 measured c.10m in length and ran SE from the NE corner of the church to a 
converging point within the eastern section of the churchyard where Trench 7 (French drain) 
will be located (Plate 17). The trench extended to a mean depth of 1.20m below the existing 
ground level.  Similar to Trench 6, this trenching exposed two distinct soils; the deepest 
being a light-yellow colloidal soil with occasional angular stones dispersed throughout, along 
with disarticulated human bone (the result of burial disturbance).  The upper surface 
extended to a mean depth of 0.55m below the existing ground level and comprised a darker 
humic soil which appears to be the result of made ground, probably the result of 
landscaping.  No significant archaeological deposits, features and structures were 
encountered.      
 
Trench 6 measured c.9m in length and extended NE from the SE corner of the church to a 
converging point within the eastern section of the churchyard where Trench 7 (French drain) 
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will be located (Plate 18). The trench extended to a mean depth of 1.20m below the existing 
ground level.  The trenching exposed two distinct soils; the deepest being a light-yellow 
colloidal soil with occasional angular stones dispersed throughout, along with disarticulated 
human bone (the result of burial disturbance).  The upper surface extended to a mean depth 
of 0.55m below the existing ground level and comprised a darker humic soil which appears 
to be the result of made ground, probably the result of landscaping.  No significant 
archaeological deposits, features and structures were encountered except for a brick 
fragment that was identified as being 16th/17th brick [identified through its brick thickness, 
rough surfaces and inclusions] (Plate 19).      
 
Trench 7, rectangular in plan, measures 0.60 x 0.40 and extends to a depth of 1.20m.  The 
trench, orientated E-W is linked to Trenches 5 and 6. Observations indicate that the soil is 
uniform throughout.7  The soil comprised a colloidal limestone-dominant clayey soil with 
frequent quantities of angular stone. The stone probably originates from the C-horizon (the 
interface between soil and parent bedrock). Excavation revealed no significant 
archaeological deposits, features, structures or artefacts, except for a small quantity of 
disarticulated human bone, the result of historic burial disturbance.   
 

 
Plate 16. General view of the trench, showing  

the concrete revetment, looking north 

 
7 A percolation test was undertaken within a test pit that was located immediate east of this trench.  The test pit was excavated to a depth 
of 2.3m below the existing ground level. 
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Plate 17. SE trench section (Trench 5), looking NE 
Plate 18. NE trench section (Trench 6), looking SE 

 

 
Plate 19. 16th/17th century brick fragment found within the lower section of Trench 6  
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6.0   
 

Figure 3. Plan of the church and the location of the 
trenching sections 1 to 7 (Plan: courtesy of Arnold Bartosch Ltd.) 
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7.0 CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 
Based on the results from this watching brief, this report concludes that no further action in 
terms of additional archaeological investigation is required.  All trenching revealed little 
significant archaeology, although a small assemblage of human bone was recovered.  Within 
Trench 1, immediately north of the north door were the remains of a building section, the 
date of which is unknown.  The structure was left intact and the contractor agreed to work 
the drainage system around it.  Within Trench 2, a small section of a large limestone block 
was exposed which may be associated with the nearby preaching cross, possible a base 
section, however, the precise size and association with the preaching cross is unknown.    
 
Recovered from all trench sections was a small assemblage of disarticulated human bone 
(note no complete skeletons or complete coffins were encountered).  The disarticulated 
bone is probably the result of successive grave-digging activity. This material is mentioned in 
this report but was not retained and will be reburied following the groundworks phase and 
during a landscaping regime (a date to be confirmed).                 
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9.0 CLOSURE 

This report has been prepared by Dr George Nash with all reasonable skill, care and 
diligence, and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by agreement 
with the client. Information reported herein is based on the interpretation of data collected 
and has been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

This report is for the exclusive use of the PCC for St Bartholomew’s Church.  No warranties 
or guarantees are expressed or should be inferred by any third parties.  This report may not 
be relied upon by other parties without written consent from the PCC.  Dr Nash disclaims 
any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside the agreed 
scope of the work. 
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APPENDIX 1: Listing Description for the church building 
 
CHURCH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW 
 
Parish: Whittington 
Grade: II* 
Date first listed: 26-Jan-1961 
LEGACY SYSTEM INFORMATION 
List Entry Number: 134136 
 
Anglican parish church. C12, C16 and C18, restored c. 1872 by Waller. Varied stonework treatment including ashlar, ashlar 
south transept. Stone slate roof, square weather-boarded bell turret. Plan; nave, with projecting C19 porch on south side, 
chancel with possibly late C16-C17 south chapel on south and C19 vestry against west wall. South aisle (incorporating C12 
elements) but rebuilt on smaller scale probably C18. Bell turret at east end of nave. Chancel north wall; C18 two-light 
hollow-chamfered stone-mullioned window with 'Tudor'-arched heads to each light, carved spandrels and stopped hood. 
Monument to Giles Watkins, former curate, died 1690 right; limestone with raised inscription plaque within margin with 
bolection moulding, winged angel's head at top, foliate scrollwork at sides and bottom. Decorated 2-light east window with 
stopped hood. Chancel south wall; 2-light C16 window with pointed headed lights and carved spandrels and stopped hood. 
East wall of south transept; C19 flat-chamfered pointed archway right of 6- light hollow-chamfered stone-mullioned late 
C16-C17 window with stopped hood. Similar window with king mullion in south wall. Lean-to vestry against west wall of 
south transept with trefoil- headed single light on south. West wall of vestry incorporates various reused stonework the 
principal being part of the head of C12 archway with chevron and roll moulded ornament, the upper part of a flat-
chamfered lancet window and the central part of an unfinished ovolo-moulded window. Blocked rectangular window in 
west gable end of south transept. Two-light hollow-chamfered stone-mullioned window with pointed headed light in south 
wall of south transept. Nave west end; wide 'Tudor'-arched doorway with hollow-moulded surround and finely carved 
foliate spandrels (now blocked). Two-light C19 stone-mullioned casement with diamond leaded panes towards apex of 
gable. Flat-chamfered plinth to nave north wall, two C19 clamp buttresses with offsets. Two C18 two- light windows with 
'Tudor-arched heads, carved spandrels and stopped hoods left of projecting gabled porch. Projecting C19 porch towards 
west end with wide early studded planks door with strap hinges within hollow-moulded surround with blind quatrefoil 
decoration in spandrels and stopped hood. Small bull's-eye window with moulded surround towards apex of gable. Flagged 
floor within porch, stone bench seats alongside walls, plank door with strap hinges within 'Tudor'-arched doorway to nave. 
Interior; nave divided from south aisle by 2-bay arcade comprising C12 arch of 2 orders (left) and double-chamfered 
pointed Perpendicular arch with fine C15 head corbels supporting inner arch. South transept divided from nave by 2-bay 
C19 arcade with pointed arches and central octagonal pier. Chancel formerly divided from nave by rood screen (removed 
during restoration in 1872). Nave roof; 4-bays with C19 king post trusses. Chancel; 4 narrow bays with ..Z19 arch- braced 
roof. Three-bay panelled in arch-braced roof to transept. Lean-to roof to south aisle. Arched recess c2m in length, probably 
formerly forming covering to tomb in north wall of nave with moulded surround (unfinished on left-hand side). C18 
panelling to walls of sanctuary reputed to have been made from former pews in Sevenhampton Church. Double cupboard 
doors with decorative hinges and reused fragments of C17 carved left of a partly set into panelling. Carved stone bearing 3 
heraldic shields each within trefoil headed C12 round-headed window at west end of south aisle. Flagged floors 
throughout. Furniture and fittings; octagonal stone font of c1200 immediately inside south door. C19 pews and pulpit. 
Monuments; monument to Richard Thayer, died 1639. Limestone with segmental head with scrolled decoration, console at 
bottom and scrollwork either side. Slatestone tablet to Margaret Sheat, died 1692 and Margaret Barnes, died 1677. 
Unidentified monument right of Richard Thayer monument with partially legible partly incised and painted inscription, 
wide limestone margin with incised decoration based on trefoil. Monument below to Jacob Ingram, died 1670. Slatestone 
tablet within limestone surround with 2 female figures either side of inscription, one holding 2 doves the other 2 children, 
top and bottom of monument defaced. Large limestone monument right to John Ebsworth, died 1733 and Dorcus his wife, 
died 1731. Limestone with segmental pediment. Moulded margin around inscription. Scrollwork at bottom incorporating 
tulip-like flowers. Console at bottom C18 monument to John Taylor, servant at Sandywell Park, on nave north wall. C18 
monument to another servant on north wall of south aisle. Brass to Richard Cotton (q.v. Whittington Court), died 1556 and 
Margaret his wife, died 1560 below step up to sanctuary. Two figures in brass, 3 vacant sunken fields between figures, one 
formerly contained a shield and the others represented children, one an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes. Brass 
inscription plaque below figures. Three early C14 life-sized stone effigies within transept. One represents a lady clad in 
wimple and simple gown, others are of Knights in armour with swords and crossed legs. The effigies possible represent 
Richard de Crupes, died 1278 and Richard his son, both Lords of the Manor. The lady may represent the wife of one of the 
Knights. C19 stained glass in east window, grisaille glass in south window of sanctuary. (David Verey, The Buildings of 
England; The Cotswolds, 1979). 
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APPENDIX 2: Listing Description for churchyard monuments 
 
GROUP OF 5 MONUMENTS IN THE CHURCHYARD OF THE CHURCH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW 
IMMEDIATELY NORTH EAST OF CHANCEL 
 
Parish: Whittington 
Designation: Grade: II 
Date first listed: 11-Feb-1986 
 
LEGACY SYSTEM INFORMATION 
UID: 129245 
 
DESCRIPTION 
Group of 5 chest tombs immediately north-east of chancel. 1) c3m north-east of corner of chancel- Unidentified chest 
tomb with raised panels on all sides. Limestone. Quadrant corners to inscription plaques on sides, rosette decoration at 
corners. Capping with moulded margin. 2) c2m south-east of the preceding- Chest tomb to Henry Arkell, died 1808, 
Elizabeth his wife, died 1782, and Jane, daughter of Henry Arkell, died 1792. Limestone. Inscription plaques with raised 
margins on sides, fluted marginal panels. Capping with moulded margin. 3) cl.5m north-east of the preceding- Chest tomb 
to Thomas Young, died 1648 and Jemima his wife, died 1642. Limestone. Sunken inscription panel at west end with 
inscription in fine incised lettering. Thick capping with moulded margin. Sunken unused inscription panel at east end. 4) 
c2m south of preceding- Chest tomb to Henry and Elizabeth Arkell. Late C18. Limestone. Sunken panels either side with 
ornate hanging bellflower decoration, similar panels on north side with similar marginal panels ether side. Capping with 
moulded margin and upper capping stone in form of flat slab. 5) clm south-east of the preceding- Chest tomb to Robert 
Arkell, died 1799 and Hanna, his wife. Limestone. Sunken inscription panels on north and south sides. Marginal panels with 
tall, thin urns in relief on south side. Bellflower decoration with ribbon tie at top to marginal panels either side of 
inscription on north side. Thick capping with moulded margin, upper capping stone in form of flat slab. Sunken inscription 
panel at west end with inscription to Robert Arkell, died 1823. 
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